
Wisconsin Foodborne Outbreak Assessment 
 

Pre- Participation 
Procedures 

 
Following the CIFOR Guidelines for Foodborne Outbreak Response located at the 

following web address http://www.cifor.us/ the following steps must be completed by 

each participant to ensure a standard process is followed when completing a 

foodborne outbreak assessment. 
 
 

Prerequisites: 
 
1. Complete the FDA ORAU online Foodborne Outbreak Modules 1 – 6.  Send a 

copy of the completion certificates to James Mack. 
 

How to Register for ORAU Courses: 
The main website page for ORAU is located at the following address: 

http://www.fda.gov/Training/ForStateLocalTribalRegulators/ucm119016.htm 
 

In order to take the courses you must first register at the following website: 
www.eduneering.com/orautraining 

 

When you register be sure to remember the user ID you chose. Submit your 
registration and within 24 hours you will receive a confirmation email.  Then you 
must wait to receive your password and company code – this may take 3 – 4 
weeks. 

 
Once you have your user ID, company code and password you may log in at: 
http://www.KaplanWire.com/partners/fdaora 

 

Search the catalog for Foodborne Illness Investigations 1- 6. These are the 6 
courses that must be completed. 

 
2. Complete the following training before moving onto Step 3, FoodCore modules. 
 Introduction to the FoodCore Program: NEARS Assessment 

See attached document “How To Upload A Document Into ABSORB. If you 
have not used ABSORB previously, you will need to launch the course then 
upload the certificate after you have completed the course. Please send a 
copy of the certificate to James Mack upon completion.  

  
3. Complete the following before moving onto the CDC e-learning modules in Step 4: 
 National Environmental Assessment Reporting System: 
 http://www.cdc.gov/nceh/ehs/nears/index.htm 
 
 

Once you are on the NEARS website complete the following steps. 

 Review the section titled “Participating in NEARS Helps the National Food 
Safety System”.  

 Click on the link titled ‘Environmental Assessments”. 

http://www.cifor.us/
http://www.fda.gov/Training/ForStateLocalTribalRegulators/ucm119016.htm
http://www.eduneering.com/orautraining
http://www.kaplanwire.com/partners/fdaora
http://www.cdc.gov/nceh/ehs/nears/index.htm


 Read all the materials to include linked subjects. 
 

4. Complete the CDC e-learning modules related to using critical thinking skills. 
http://www.cdc.gov/nceh/ehs/elearn/ea_fio/index.htm 
 
Provide a copy of the completion certificate to James Mack and upload your 
certificate in ABSORB. See attached document as to how you can do that. 

 
5.  NEW! Certified Foodborne Outbreak Investigator 
 

In lieu of completing steps 1-3 above, if you complete the NEHA Certified 
Foodborne Outbreak Investigator Credential (CFOI) and complete Step 4 
above, you have met all pre-requisites for participating in the NEARS 
Project. Upon completing the CFOI send a copy of the certificate to James 
Mack. Any questions, contact James Mack via email at 
james.mack@wisconsin.gov 
 
 
Information on CFOI follows: 
 
CFOI webpage 
 
NEHA website: http://neha.org/professional-development/credentials/certified-

foodborne-outbreak-investigator-cfoi-credential  

Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/NEHA.org/photos/a.355646076461.154797.250437731

461/10155875218366462/?type=3&theater  

LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/390375/  

Twitter: https://twitter.com/nehaorg/status/921128286117351424  

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/p/BachMbzAtSN/?taken-by=neha_org  

 
 
Upon Completing Steps 1 – 4, or Step 5, The NEARS Administrator, James Mack 
will contact you regarding the next steps taken to participate during an outbreak 
investigation.  
 

NOTE: After completing steps 1-4 or Step 5 above, your first outbreak 
assessment will be conducted with an approved NEARS Trainer.  
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